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FOR I'M NOTHING IF NOT CRITICAL.—Othello. 
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THE ‘ACTUAL MERIT AND THE REAL 
: POSITION OF ACTORS. 


There-can be no doubt that luck has 
much to do with the position’ men: holdin 
every profession, and especially that of ithe 
stage. But at the same time great genius, 
generally speaking, sooner or later. attains 
recognition, Were we asked at the present 
time to assign to each tragedian of note the 
rank he ought to hold in his art, we should 
give the following catalogue, premising that 
in such a catigory several must of necessity 
be nearly. of the same calibre :—Macready, 
Vandenhoff, Phelps, G. V, Brooke, (suppos- 
ing his yoice what it was when he first 
played Othello) Henry Betty, Wallack, 
Cowle,, Cresswick,.G.. Bennet, H. Marston, 
C. Kean, Stuart, Cooper, G. Dickenson, 
and -with the last five we have mentioned, 
Graham’ and Davenport. Of our tragic 
actresses the opinion that we hold would be 
somewhat. as follows:—Mrs. Butler, Miss 
Faucit, Miss Vandenhoff, Miss Cushman, 
Mrs. Kean, Miss Glyn, Mrs. Warner, Miss 
Addisoa, Miss Vining, Mrs. Mowatt, Mrs. 
G. V. Brook, alias Miss Duret, and, as a 
high tragie actress, Miss Cooper, (who how- 
ever has claims of another kind). But what 
is the actual position held by these perfor- 
mers, judging by their popularity, Mac- 
ready stands first certainly, Phelps and C. 
Kean second, Brook third, Wallack fourth, 
and the others in this. order:—viz, Vanden- 
hoff, Creswick, Dickinson, G. Bennett, and 
If. Marston, If. Betty, Cooper, Graham, 
Stuart, Cowle, (or perhaps we should say 
Davenport,’ as’ Cowle is hardly known in 
London at the minor theatres). We have 
said ‘nothing of: Anderson, G.. Vandenhoff, 
I. Murray; and Lowe, because the degree of 
popularity Anderson has or may obtain is not 
determined, and the remainder in general do 
not aspire to play first business.’ Of the pro- 
viucial tragedians William~ Shelley, Sullivan, 
Owen, Cathcart, we know little or nothing 
here, Our actresses stand in about this 


rank. Miss Faucit;and Mrs. ;Kean, Mts. 
Butler, Miss Cushman, Miss Glyn; ‘Miss 
VandenhoffMrs, Warner, Miss Vininuy Miss 
Addison, and Mrs, Brooke.’ If ‘we “are 
correct in our judgmen ‘Ahesctotes tare a 
material difference between thocmerit; ag dit.is 
popular, aud the merit as‘it'is .Actuald>/Phese 
who are least estimated in proportidit ‘to 'thtir 
deserts are—Vandenhoff, Cowle, G, Benilett, 
and Creswick. No man ,with any, real 
critical capacity can esteem Cy» Kean 
comparable to Vandenhoff; and’ we ‘think 
Betty and Cowle much superior to him’; ‘yét 
he has an excellent position handly if at ‘all 
inferior to any one but Maertady.,:, Now aust 
then indeed Mr, Kean -evinees'*¢ldatasroof 
talent; but for the most part**he' hardly 
reaches mediocrity when he ig put‘intd’ the 
great characters of Shakspere..,,.Miss Van, 
denhoff has not been seen im) Londeny der 
some years, and it is a matter of*surptise 
that such an actress, who has"'sotatge™n 
portion of intelligence, and is so. classi¢al, 
elegant, and aceomplished, should not-be cn- 
gaged anywhere. We wish that:we could 
see her and her father established ina theatre 
like Sadler’s Wells or the Surrey ; for we fear 
that Drury Lane, should they ge there, will 
not afford them permanenec. . Twoor three 
theatres for tragedy, and: one or two -for 
comedy could be supplied by the talent we 
at present posess; if we could choose. those 
houses which are best adapted for the.\pun- 
pose, we should say the ; Princess's or: thie 
Lyccum, Sedler’s Wells, and the Surrey for 
tragedy, and the Haymarket, and’ the St. 
James’s or Olympic for comedy are prefer- 
able. As for old Drury and: Covent. Garden 
they never did and ‘never ca “dhswer aaleis 
aa actor with the popularity’ of Garrick, “6r 


the young Rosci tty, or bdmund Kean 
reds a} CHRO CA drodt “btusco, at 
the old prices held as'mdehmMonby.oratore 
than the seven theatrés bove sp eee 
Italian and one English Opa qi té suf- 


ficent for London, aud we regret that music, 
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farce, spectacle, ‘and melodrama should ex- 


clude Mrs. Sterling’s legitimate talent as they 
do New plays, moderate salaries, comfort, 
and reasonable prices of admission (neither 
too high nor too low, are now our desiderata. 
B. 








- METROPOLITAN THEATRES, 


PRINCESS’S 
In our last notice we promised to give a 
sketch of Mr. Macfarren’s new opera of 
*“‘ King Charles the Second,” as produced 
at this theatre : and by way of introducing 
it, we can only say that it is an opera which 
every amateur ought to hear, and more 
than once, containing, as it does, so many 
beauties ; and we cannot forbear adding that 
the thanks of the musical public are due to 
the management, for having added so de- 
lightful a composition to his repertoire. 
“Of the plot the poem is by Mr. Desmond 
Ryan, who has ably acquitted himself of 
of his task, there is but little to be said: it 
is merely the well known incident of the 
visit of Charles in disguise to Wapping, in 
pursuit of one of the beauties of the place, 
Fanny, the daughter of Captain Copp, keeper 
of the King’s Head, who is beloved by Ju- 
lian one of the Queen's pages: whilst there 
the King gets into a brawl with sailors, and 
in order to procure their favour, desires them 
to have what they like at his expense ; his 
favourite, Rochester, who has accompanied 
him hither, he finds has made his exit with 
the royal purse, and in order to make his 
escape, the King gives up his watch, which 
he is immediately accused of having stolen, 
as it is engraved with the royal arms ; mine 
host detains him prisoner till he is delivered 
over to the guard. His escape is effected 
by means of Fanny and the Page. Captain 
Copp, accompanied by his daughter, then 
visited the Palace for the purpose of restor- 
ing the watch to the King in whom they 
are surprised to find their late guest and 
prisoner. 

The King explains matters to the satis- 
faction of the Queen, and at her intercession 
pardons Rochester his trick ; gives Fanny to 
Julian, and all, of course, goes right merrily. 
The acting throughout is excellent, Mr. 
Harrison is somewhat to burly for the King, 
Mrs. Weiss scarcely presented the picture 
of Catharine of Braganza as depicted by 
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Rochester, and Weiss was as he ever is, ad- 
mirable as the captain. Madame Macfarren 
looked the Page to perfection, whilst Miss 
Pyne as Fanny gave a most true representa- 
tion of the character, and by her acting and 
singing chiefly caused the success of the 
opera. The scenery is admirably painted 
the dancers, &c., well introduced. 

A new ballet was produced here on 
Thursday entitled ‘* Les Patineurs,” it con- 
tains some good dances for Flexmore and 
Mdlle Auriol, and was well received. 


STANDARD. 


Byron’s Manfred has this week been re- 
vived with considerable splendour and great 
effect. Its reception has proved highly 
creditable to the taste of this portion of 
the great metropolis, and Mr. Denvil’s en- 
action of the gloomy hero deserves much 
commendation : nor must the ‘ Witch of the 
Alps,” ably personated by Mrs. Atkinson, 
pass without her meed of praise. Another 
nautical drama entitled ‘‘ The Children of 
the Deep’ has been added to the stock of 
highly successful dramas lately produced 
here. The sailor of Mr. John Douglass in 
the latter piece is dashing and effective and 
characteristic. The house has been ex- 
tremely well attended. 


DRAMATIC INSTIUTION. 
GOUGH-STREET. 

A repetition of “Hearts are Trumps,” “ My 
Fellow Clerk,” and the ‘* Eton Boy’’ were selected 
for the third entertainment of the season. We were 
among the earliest to recommend a second perfor- 
mance of “ Hearts are Trumps,’’ naturally expect- 
ing the representation would be more perfect. So 
far as Miss Baddeley, Messrs. Marr, Carter, and 
Miss F. Marsh were concerned, there were certainly 
many instances of improvement. Miss Baddeley is 
really so good an amateur that she can well afford 
to be told of her little faults. After her interview 
with Wilmot when she is about to write the letter, 
she leaves the room simply telling him “it will be 
ready directly, and Mrs. Miller will give it to him,” 
here she loses a great point and fails to depict the 
truly artless character of Mary' Grey. The early 
part of the sentences should be given so as to con- 
vey to Wilmot that she, herself, is about togive him 
the letter, although she has promised not to see him 
again, when suddenly she checks herself and con- 
tinues ‘‘ Mrs. Miller will give it to you.” This is 
really an important portion of the pretty part of 
Mary Grey. Again Mr. Marr in the scene with 
Ruby, ‘‘ You don’t know Reigate,’’ surely does not 
give thee words with sufficient force. The con- 
duct of Captain Wagstaffat the termination of the 
first act, warrants the expression of more vindictive- 
ness in the interview in the second. Mr. Carter 
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Marsh should not look round for a chair to fall into; 
it wou'd have been a capital idea in a burlesque. 
Mr. AtkInson made a yery so-so Mr. Goad. Mr. 
Young was imperfect as Charles Wilmot, he certainly 
had a little more to say than Mr. Dale, but he was 
avery dull kind of lover. Not half such a one as 
would interest such a nice girl as Mary Grey. 
Joe Martin was decidedly overacted by Mr. Pierce, 
the quiet humour in which it was played by his 
predecessor was much preferable. Did the young 
lady who played Mrs. Miller ever take lessons on 
the bagpipes ? She was continually performing with 
her elbows for all the world like the gentleman 
about the streets in plaids and minus inexpressibles. 
** My Fellow Clerk” was played with a fair amount 
of spirit, and created a good deal of laughter ; Mr. 
Marr’s Tactic, Mr. Reading’s Fag (whose making 
up was capital, Mr. Carter’s Hooker, and Miss F. 
Marsh’s Betty, were all good. Mr, Dale’s Victim 
is the best thing he has done this season. Mesdames 
Story, Ellis, and Adams were pretty fair. 

The “ Eton Boy” followed in which Miss Bad- 
deley assumed male attire; she played the Boy with 
much spiit, and convinced us she is destined for 
something more than an amateur. 


BOWER SALOON. 


Last Thursday evening we attended here, being 
the benefit of Mr. Marchant. The performance 
commenced with the nautical drama of “ Bright 
Ey’d Emma, or the Sons of the Ocean.’’ Mr. 
J.F. Young enacted the character of Waiter Wil- 
mot with all the courage and liveliness of a Jolly 
Jack Tar, and was loudly applauded thrcughout the 
whole of the character ; Henry Herbert another 
character of the same kind was also well played by 
Mr. Burroughs; Joe Gubbin, Mr. H. Young, was 
creditably enacted. Tommy Snapperton, Mr. Biddles, 
played the character with admirably comic style, 
and created loud laughter throughout the whole of 
his performance; Siwage Sam, by Mr. Marchant, 
Jooked and acted the character throughout with his 
usual care and precision. Bright Ey'’d Emma by 
Miss Grey, was played extremely well, and her 
fencing was performed with great taste and judg- 
ment; Mrs. Biddles as Peggy Rattletrap, looked 
and acted the part charmingly, and deserves un- 
qualified praise ; after which was the laughable farce 
of “Turning the Tables,” in which Messrs. 
Biddles, and Burroughs, performed their characters 
allotted to them admirably well, as also did the 
Jadies Mrs. Biddles, Miss Grey and Miss Power. 
Mr. F:e-lerick Htubert, who played Jeremiah Bumps, 
we can say little or nothing of him. We must not 
conclude without saying a few words of the dra- 
matic drama of the * Brigand; the opening scene 
of this piece does great credit to the manager of 
the house, in the attractive way in which it was 
put on the boards; Mr. J. F. Young who enacted 
Alessandro Massaroni, does great credit to him in 
the wuy which he performed the Brigand Chief; 
from the Brigand to the widely different character of 
the Count, was changed in a manner which does 
great credit to him, and his singing was very 
pleasing; Rubaldo by Mr. Marchant was excellently 
pourtrayed and deserves great credit and his eager- 
ness to take the life of Tholeto and Carlotti was very 
good, Bianchi by Mr. Symondson, was also very 


well played; Ottavia, by Miss Power very 
much pleased the audience, as also did Miss Grey. 
The other characters were well performed. Mr. 
Biddles, the lessee and ever exerting manager seems 
determined to keep with the times. An extra 
performance took place on the opening of the Coal 
Exchange, and he has produced this week with 
unequalled grandeur, “ Guy Fawkes,’ for two 
nights, and a change of performances for the remain- 
der of the week. 
CASINO DE VENISE. 
HIGH HOLBORN, 

This is now the only Casino open, last 
season there were four, but for some cause 
and in all probability a very substantial one, 
the magistrates declined granting a license 
to any other parties than the proprietors of 
the above establishment. We are of opi- 
nion there is no public place of amusement 
that is conducted more respectably than the 
above. We are quite aware there are many 
persons who have formed very erroneous 
Opinions regarding these plaees of amuse- 
ments, and we can only refer them in the 
present instance to go and judge for them- 
selves: the dancing commences at eight 
o’clock, it is all over and the rooms closed 
at twelve o’clock : for those who do not feel 
adesire to join in the dance, there is a 
spacious gallery round the area, and an ad- 
joining room, where the visitors may be ac- 
commodated with all kinds of refreshments at 
a moderate rate, here may be seen highly 
respectable persons taking their cigar and 
looking on atthe merry dance. The orches- 
tra is composed of artistes of well known 
ability and an evening may be spent respect- 
ably, and at a moderate price. 








CORRESPONDENCE, 


J, Y: S.—Can you inform me who was tlie original 
Rolla in the play of “ Pizzaro’’—John Kemble 
was the Rolla and Mrs. Siddons the Elvira. 

A PLaycorr.—What is the price of admission to 
Drury Lane for the season, for one person, not 
transferable? It entirely depends on circum. 
stances ; how long the house keeps open and how 
the theatre takes, We should suppose about 
£3. 10s. 

W: Witty.—You had bettcr apply to Mr. G. Ben- 
net of Sadlers’s Wells, he will give you lessons, 
or if you want practice, join the amateurs of 
Gough-street, Grays Inn Road. 

A Reaver.— You will get the work either at 
Harris, Bow-street, or Lacey, Wellington-street. 

S. M.— Apply at our publishers, 39 [ollywell- 
street, oc leave a note stating the particulars. 

Trumore.—The oidest actor we canremember was 
Suett Dicky Gossop as he was called; we saw 








him play old Philpot in the farce of the * Citi- 
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_ zen,” inthe year 1798, fifty one years ago; as for 
Cook, Kemble, Munden, and Mrs. Siddons they 
are of more recent date, and are perfectly fresh in 
our memory. 
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THE LONDON THEATRES. 
COVENT GARDEN. 
(Continued faom page 329.) 

The bitter sneer with which Kemble 
followed up the preceeding soliloquy, we 
had marked for extract, but the injudicious 
terms in which it was couched, have de- 
cided us not to copy it: moreover the 
‘‘eratitude” of the people for publio 
benefits, at the very idea of which Kemble 
scoffed, scarcely merited the profound 
contempt with which the agitated trage- 
dian, in the noment of his bitter loss, felt 
disposed to regard it. Before proceeding 
to note the immediate progress made in 
the erection of the present ediftce, and the 
very remarkable events which attended 
its opening, we desire to notice one cir- 
cumstance connected with the old building 
which deserves an especial mention, this 
was the appearance of the celebrated boy- 
tragedian Master Betty, whose perform- 
ances (new in their nature and style) drew 
the greatest houses ever seen in old 
Covent Garden. This extraordinary 
youth made his first appearance on the 
London boards at this theatre on Saturday, 
December Ist, 1804, the play which was 
* Barbarossa,” was thus cast :— 


Achmet,—Master Betty. 
Barbarossa,—Mr. Hardgrave, 
Othman,—Mtr. Murray. 
Sadi,— Mr. Cresswell. 
Aladin,—Mr. Cory. 
Zaphira,—Mrs. Litchfield, 
Trene,—Mrs. H. Siddons. 


The success of the new and very youth- 
ful aspirant was most astonishing :—the 
theatre nightly presented one dense mass 
of human beings literally piled together, 
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and some notion of the receipts may be 
gathered from the statement of the terms 
of remuneration awarded to the hero of 
the night, which were no less then fifty 
guiteas for each performance, and a clear 
benefit; that sum being very considerably 
more than had ever previously been 
awarded to any actor, and fully equal to 
any thing ever given subsequently (the 
lyric drama of course excepted). 

No time was lost in endeavouring to 
repair the loss the town had sustained by 
the conflagration of Covent Garden Thea- 
tre: the ground was speedily cleared of the 
rubbish with which it was encumbered, 
and en the last day of the year (December 
31st, 1808), the Prince of Wales, after- 
wards George IV., laid the first stone in 
person, with much ceremony, pomp, and 
splendour. One circumstance connected 
with the origin of the present theatre de- 
serves especial record: we allude to a 
munificent act of the then Duke of Nor- 
thumberland, who advanced the splendid 
sum of ten thousand pounds to Mr. Kem- 
ble, to assist in the erection of the new 
building ; this money was secured by bond, 
which stood in Kemble’s name only, and 
this bond was returned to the tragedian 
cancelled on the day of the ceremony we 
are alluding to. An action so munificent 
as this, only requiresto be recorded ;— 
comment would be totally unnecessary. 

The present theatre, which was erected 
from the designs of Mr. R. Smirke, was 
completed within twelve months from the 
period of the conflagration, and was first 
opened to the public on the 18th of Sep- 
tember, 1809. ‘The performances on the 
opening night were Macbeth,” and the 
“ Quaker ;’—the following were the castes 
of the pieces ;— 

MACBETH. 
Duncan,—Mr. Chapman. 
Malcolm,—Mr. Claremont. 
Donalbain.—Mr. Menage. 
Macbeth,—Mr. John Kemble. 
Macduff,—Mr. Charles Kemble. 
Fleance,—Miss Bristow. 
Banquo,—Mr. Murray. 
Lenox,—M_+. Cresswell. 


Rosse,—Mr. Brunton. 
Witches, —Messrs, Blanchard and 





Simmons, &:. 
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Fl lee 


Lady Macbeth,—Mrs. Siddons. 


THE QUAKER. 
Steady,—Mr. Incledon. 
Luban,—Mr. Taylor. 
Solomon,—Mr. Liston. 
Gillian,—Miss Bolton. 
Floretta,—M.s. Liston. 

On this evening commenced the cele- 
brated “O. P. row,” which lasted with 
extraordinary and unremitted vigour for 
exactly fifty nights, and forms one of the 
most striking incidents, not only in the 
History of this theatre, but also in the ge- 
neral records. of the British drama. 


W. 
(To be continued). 








THE DRAMA IN MANCHESTER, 

In continuation of my remarks on this 
subject, allow me to mention another evil 
which exists in the present state of the 
drama, and which though of a negative cha- 
racter, is to my mind a serious bar to its 
prosperity, not only in this town, but 
throughout the kingdom. It is the want of 
National Training Establishments through- 
out the country, for the purpose of impart- 
ing theatrical instruction to those who devote 
themselves to the profession of actors. The 
great bulk of our players at the present day, 
are as barren of perception, goo! elocution, 
and the other necessary elements that con- 
stitute a good actor, as their faces of the 
natural badge of manhood, and instead of 
impersonating the Drama, they only mangle 
and spoil it. But it may be urged, no 
person can pretend to the stage, but such as 
possess the requisite knowledge. True they 
must be conversant with the business of 
the stage, and must also possess some recom- 
mendation as to figure, voice, physiognomy, 
&c. But these are of minor importance to 
the grand elements ofa good actor, viz—a 
correct elocution and action, and a proper 
development of the passions, feelings and 
sentiments. It is no wonder the drama is 
declining when its purest specimens are so 
constantly mangled, the meaning perverted, 
and the many morals and sentiments com- 
pletely lost by being entrusted to those who 
can neither see their beauties themselves, or 
convey them to others. The great star of 
our dramatists, Shakspere, had some trouble 
in his day with these stupids if we may 
judge from hisexcellent “ nstructions to the 


| players” in ‘ Ilamlet—and the same evil, 


(which might have been remedied to a con- 
siderable extent) exists to the present day. 

Let us then, as a first step, provide our 
stage with an intellectual staff of actors to 
suit the improving taste of society. Let 
the profession be placed upon a more re» 
spectable footing, (for the disrepute in which 
an actor is now held prevents many a ge- 
nius from venturing on the boards who 
would otherwise adorn it.) Let our theatres 
be purged of that senseless and debasing 
trash so pernicious in its effects, and which 
has made them the hot beds of vice and 
licentiousness—and let our lessees, mana- 
gers, and proprietors, lay aside that avari- 
cious cupidity which mocks at principle, 
and sacrifices morality and decency to gain 
its own ends. And not until these “ drags’ 
are removed will the drama rise to its pro- 
per position, and the stage become the me- 
dium of instruction to the people. That it 
is calculated to effect this purpose no one 
will deny, that has ever felt the effect pro- 
duced on the mind by a high moral play 
well performed. 

As the pulpit is to religion, so is the stage 
to morals—the medium of instruction. If 
it is essential to education for the former 
profession, it is equally so for the latter, and 
as we have colleges and universities for one, 
we should have professional training insti- 
tutions for the other. With these remarks, 
though crude and ill-expressed, I conclude 
my present letter. D. H. 


(To the Editor of the Theatrical Journal). 

Sir.—I trust you will not consider the 
few remarks which I am about to make as 
hypercritical, for though perhaps to some 
they may be considered as useless, yet to 
myself and others who are minute admirers 
of Shakspeare’s works they will bear with 
them some degree of importance. 

To the point—I visited ‘ Sadler’s Well’s 
Theatre,’’ on Tuesday last, to witness the 
performance of ‘Antony and Cleopatra,” 
which gave me great satisfaction both as re- 
gards the getting up of the piece and the 
manner in which each character was repre- 
sented even to the very lowest, this is as it 
should be, and devolves great credit on the 
manager, Mr. Phelps: here let me tell you 
candidly I am no great admirer of that gen~ 
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him asa gentleman and a useful member of 
society) and his personation of ‘ Antony 
did not raise him many steps higher in my 
estimation, than previously:” it is I am 
aware, a difficult role to undertake, having 
no precedent to go by: itis by no means a 
clap-trap part, the actor labours through it 
with but little encouragement—Cleopatra 
centering the entire interest in herself, yet 
I am persuaded that had Macready played 
the character he would have far excelled Mr. 
Phelps in it, this is my position which will 
be attacked, doubtless by many of your 
readers who may happen to be Phelphites, 
but I care not speaking as I do my honest 
opinion :—Mr. Macready would appear more 
the man, the “real’’ of Shakspeare’s ideal. 
His voice would not be unsuitable and I am 
certain sure his “ make up” would be more 
apropos, he would also when he used language 
which described the action of the play, 
make, if possible, the action suit the word, or 
if the text gave a clue to Shakspeare’s con- 
ception of the outward form and semblance 
of his hero—he would endeavour to carry 
this out, as in Hamlet when Ophelia says — 
“ He entered, his stockings fon’d 
Ungartered and down gyv’d at his ancles.” 
Macready’s appearance is in accordance 
with this description, and so with many 
other instances which I could point out. 
Now when Shakspere makes Antony say 
“« My very hairs do mutiny, for the white re- 
prove the brown for rashness.”” 
does Phelps carry this out? No! He wears 
a jet black wig and beard, which I much 
objet to, more especially as there are several 
passages which refer to this remark through- 
out the play, and which if attended to will 
make the character much older than does 
Mr. Phelphs’ idea. 
In the third act Antony says, 
“ To the boy Caesar send this Gr1zLED head.” 
And Ceesar also says in the fourth act, 
“He dares me to personal combat, Cesar to 
Antony! the old ruffian.” 
And again at the latter part ofthe same 
act Antony says : 
** Though do grey something mingle with our 
brown, &c.”’ 
Yet seeing the point so often dwelt upon, 
Mr. P. pays no attention to it for what reason 
I cannot divine. Perhaps he thinks so slight 


an error would not be noticed, and I wish to 
show him if such is his opinion he is wrong, 
as this letter proves. 


Before closing I may say Miss Glyn by 
her impersonation of Cleopatra has invoked 
my unqualified praise; she makes it a mas- 
ter piece of acting and a few more such 
triumphs and she will by universal consent 
be considered the ** Mrs, Siddons” of our 
day, but with your permission I will devote 
an entire letter on this lady’s acting at some 
future period. 

I am, Sir, yours, 

RINSLEY. 








PROVINCIAL. 

Mancuester.—Cooke’s celebrated Circus will 
open on Monday the 12th in Museum-street, with 
a gond company, and splendid stud of horses ; he 
will introduce much talent, and every originality in 
horsemanship. 

MNNCHESTER’— QUEEN'S THEATRE.—On Mon- 
day the .‘ Rock of Death,’’ a drama which we have 
had the pleasure of witnessing at the Surrey 
Theatre, London, is to be produced here. The 
principal characters will be sustained by Mr. 
Preston, an old favorite, and Mrs. Rogers. It 
will be followed by “ Guy Fawkes.’’ On Tuesday 
Mr. Ellerton takes his benefit, and we heartily wish 
him a bumper. The ‘ Prophet,” is announced for 
representation very shortly. 

MANCHESTER. — Theatre Royal.—Miss Laura 
Addison, (whom report speaks so favourably of) is 
engaged to perform here for twelve nights, com- 
mencing on Monday evening November 5th: ten 
pieces selected will give her ample opportunity for 
displaying her talent and genius—we allude to ‘* Mac- 
beth, in which she will take the character of Lady 
Macbeth ; on Tuesday she performs in the ‘‘ Lady of 
Lyons.” A new farce entited the “‘ The Three Fra- 
diavolos,”” is announced to be performed on Tuesday 
An historical drama entitled “ Guy Fawkes,” termi- 
nates the performances, on Monday evening, Nov. 
5th, on which occasion there will doubtless be a good 
attendance. 

MANCHESTER, — (Banvard’s Panorama). — The 
number of visitors with which Mr. Banvard’s mag- 
nificent panorama has been honoured, since its arii- 
val in Manchester, has been highly encouraging ; all 
who see it admire and praise this extraordinary pic- 
torial effort. We trust that Mr. Banvard’s claims 
to public patronage, as the original deleneator of the 
Mississippi river, as opposed to the mere borrower 
and copyist, will be as decisively vindicated in Man- 
chester as they have been in other parts of the coun- 
try. Surely we love fair play, and would wishto be 
found taking the side of the man of intellect, skill, 
and physical endurance against him who is a mere 
purloiner ofa good idea. We say thus much be- 
cause another picture of the Mississippi is about to 
be exhibited here, which picture was hurviedly painted 
about a year after the first exhibition of Banvard’s in 
the United-states, brought over to Londonand palmed 
off as the oviginal. The faithfulness of Banvard’s 
picture—independant of all considerations with re- 
gard to the origination of this great panoramic idea, 


” 





which faithfulness is attested by hundreds who have 
steamed the great father of waters—should protect it 
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from the efforts of those who hawk about spuriou 
copies fr m mere speculation purposes. 

BIRMINGHAM.—Tieatre Royal—Mr. and Mrs. 
Charles Kean have been fulfilling a most successful 
engagement here : during the week the theatre has 
been numerously attended: the pieces performed 
being ** Richard the Third,” the ‘' Wife’s Secret,” 
‘* Strathmore,” “ Money,” and ‘‘ Much Ado About 
Nothing.” 

CaNTERBURY.—Mr, Henry Betty has been act- 
ing here during the past week, sustaining the cha- 
racters of Macbeth, Hamlet, Benedick, and for his 
benefit on Monday, Edgar Ravenswood in the 
* Bride of Lammermoor, and Don C:esar de Bazan. 
We have before awarded our meed of praise to this 
gentleman for his tragic personations, but we were 
hardly prepared fer the vivacity and elegance which 
he threw into his Benedick—it was indeed a most 
pleasing and satisfactory piece of acting throughout, 
and those who missed it lost an intellectual treat of 
no common order. We are inclined to think that 
in Shaksperian and genteel comedy Mr. Betty will 
not easily be surpassed.— Kent HERALD, 

SHEFFIELD.—The theatre has been crammed 
nightly, and the performances nnder the careful 
supervision of J. F. Saville merit great praise. On 
Friday last (November 2nd.) the pieces consisted 
of “Man and Wife,’ “ Faint Heart never Won 
Fair Lady,’’ and the ‘“Brigand.” The JZelen 
Worrit of Mrs. J. F. Saville in the comedy, and the 
dashing Alessandro of Charles Dillon, in the after- 
piece appeared to give great satisfaction. 

OxForp.—(From our Special Correspondent.) — 
With the commencement of the present term, the 
winter amusements of Oxford may be said to begin, 
and the announcement boards make their re-ap- 
pearance throughout the city. Mr. John Parry 
was the first to salute the Oxonians; his new en- 
tertainment entitled “ Lights and Shadows of So- 
cial Life,”” was given on Tuesday at the Star As- 
sembly Rooms, which, it is almost superfluous to 
state, was overwhelmingly crowded with the elite of 
the University and City. 

WAKEFIED, — Our old and esteemed manager 
with his accustomed liberality has redecorated our 
theatre with great taste and, skill and commences 
his season this week. There can be no doubt that 
Mr. W. S. Thorne will meet with the support 
which his strenuous endeavours to deserve public 
patronage so amply deserve. 

AsuHToN-UNDER-Lyng.—Mr. W. S. Foote has 
engaged Mrs. and Mrs. Charles Dillon for a few 
nights, but the business has not been great. 


Bury.—Mr. F. Phillips still remains with us, 
andthe management of Mr. Clarence is much ap- 
proved of by the townsfolk, 

Hutu.—QueEENn’s—Mr. T. Caple’s farewell beni- 
fit took place on Monday last. The house has 
been only tolerably well attended in spite of the 
unremitting efforts of the stage director, Mr. W. D. 
Broadfoot, and the well arranged and really attractive 
entertainments provided. 

BrapForD.—YorkKsHIRE.—Our theatre is capi- 
tally attended, and Mr. Loraine continues to rise in 
public estimation. 

Liverpoor. —(Liver).— This theatre opens to 
night (Monday) ; Mr. R. Edgar of Saint Helen’s 





&c. is stage manager. A Miss Newby is stated to 
be manageress. 

SLEAFOKD.—Mr. Kinnear opened this establish- 
ment on the 5th; amongst the company are Mr. 
Bennett formerly of the Marylebone, and Mr. Mel- 
ville late of the Strand, 








POETRY. eal, 
INVOCATION TO EVENING 


For the “ THEATRICAL JOURNAL.’ 





By OxontrAn. 


O linger yet, thou tranquil hour, 
Why wilt thou pass so soon away ? 
Each weeping bud and drooping flower 
Woos thee a little while to stay. 
The breeze scarce stirs the leaves among 
The sun’s last beams for thee delay ; 
O list to nature’s even-song, 
Stay lovely twilight—stay—oh stay ! 


Save where some eve-enamoured bird, 
Its joyous warblings still delays, 

Or from the lowly cot is heard 
The grateful peasant’s hymn of praise. 

The air is mute—the groves are still— 
A waveless mirror is the sea: 

All own—sea, sky, and vale, and hill,— 
The sabbath of the day in thee. 


O who would the day’s brief absence grieve— 
For, lingering when the sun is gone. 
His brightest beams a vesture weave 
To robe thee on thy jewel'd throne. 
Celestial hues to thee are given 
Thy skies a scene of peace disclose, 
Where angels journeying back to heaven, 
Might choose to tarry and repose. 


Alas that thus the brightest skies 
Should be the prelude to decay, 
That Earth should wear its fairest guise, 
To grace and shroud the dying day ! 
O cast not off those gorgeous dyes, 
Heav’n weeps to see thee fade away, 
Tears glisten in a a thousand eyes, 
As thou departest—stay—oh stay ! 
Oxford, September 25, 1849. 


H.M. 








OUR CHATTER-BOX 


Mr. George Wyld and Miss F. Williams have 
been the stars at Brighton for the last twelve 
nights. They will be succeeded by Mrs. Nisbett, 
and Miss Jane Mordaunt, who appeared on Mon. 
day last as Rosalind and Celia, in “ As You Like 
It.’° 

The opera of the “ Crown of Brilliants” will be 
performed this evening at the Grecian Saloon for 
the benefit of Mr. Fraser. It is got up in a very 
splendid manner and boasts of considerable musical 
talent in the cast. The part of Catarina will be 
undertaken by Miss Julia Harland, and the whole 
strength of the company will be brought forward 
upon the occasion. A popular Ballet will conclude 
the entertainments, in which Mademoiselle Celeste 
Stephan will appear. 

‘ Othello’’ will be the next Shaksperian charac- 
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ter in which Mr. Macready will appear. ‘The tra- 
gedy is now in preparation at the thi aire. 

A new farce entitled “ Domestic Economy” will 
be brought out at the Adelphi in a few days. It is 
by Mark Lemon, 

It is rumoured in musical circles that Mr. Balfe 
retires from the conductorship of Iler Majesty’s 
Theatre. - His-reported..successor is said to be 
either Signor Schira, or M. Thalverg, 

It is confidently asserted that Covent Garden 
Theatre will re-open for the operatic season at the 
usual period, the company forming a specics of 
** commonwealth,” with reference to salaries, ex- 
penses of the house, &c. 

Miss Catherine Hayes, Miss Poole, and Mr. 
Bordina sanz at a concert at Sheffield, on Wednes- 
day last, at which M. Benediet presided. 

Mr, and Mrs. Donald King, and Mr. Borrani 
have been starring it at Lincoln to slender houses. 
Oxenford has a new farce for the Strand ready. 

Mr. Henry Betty commences an engagement of 
Five Nights at Liverpool upon Monday next in the 
character of Macbeth, previous to his appearance 
at Nottingham, Leicester, Hull, and Leeds. 

Deatu or Kirsy THe CLlown.—This once ce- 
lebrated son of Momus and competitor of Grimaldi 
breathed his last in Clerkenwell Workhouse last 
week ; he was in his 59th year. 

Amongst the engagements at Drury Lane for the 
dramatic company are Mr. Angel, an old comedian, 
from the Bristol Theatre, and Mr. Hudspeth, a low 
comedian from the Queen’s and Victoria Theatres. 

The Olympic Theatre will be ready by Boxing- 
night. The works are proceeding rapidly. We 
hear that it is the intention of the lessee, Mr. 
Watts, to place the pieces on the stage in the same 
style that they were during the management of 
Madame Vestris. Mr. George Ellis is, we under- 
stand, to have the direction of that department. 

OBITUARY. 

It is with sincere regret we have to announce the 
death (painfully sudden) of Mr. Richard Ryan, a 
gentleman who has anauthor and conversational wit 
was so well known and so justly esteemed in lit rasy 
circles. Mr. Ryan.was the author of several drama 
tic pieces including the popular farce entitled 
‘*Everybody’s Ilusband,”” and was also extremely 
well known by his * History of Westminster Abbey,’’ 
and other popular works. He died at his house in 
Camden ‘Town, in the early part of last week, aged 
52, greatly regretted by all who had ever enjoyed the 
brightness of his wit, or the sincerity of his friend- 
ship. 


ADVERTISEMENTS, 


DRAMATIC INTITUTION. 
AND 
ACADEMY FOR DANCING. 
Gough Street, Wilson Street, Gray’s Inn Road. 


The above Institution having undergone exten- 
sive alterations for the\season, for the study and 
practice of the Drama, Feacing, Dancing, Elocution 
and Music}in classes under instructors of known 
ability. “Ladies and Gentiemen desirous of becom- 
ing Sabscribers, can be received any evening from 
8 till 10 o’clock’ Subscription to the Institution, 




















5s. per quarter, with the privilege of intredacing ‘a 
friend to eac') Dramatic entertainment. 

N.B.—A selcet Quadrille party every Tuesday 
evening commencing at Eight o'clock. Tickets six- 
pence each, 

ARGYLL ROOMS, Great Windmill-street. St 
James’sx—Soirees Musicaves and DANSANTES.— 
Musical director aud conductor, M+ Laurent, junr, 
This academy for tuition and practice of music and 
dancing, is nom OPEN for the SEASON. ‘Teach- 
ing, daily, from eleven until. four, o’clock,.by 
Professors Calkiv, Frere, Franconi, &c,, . Bur 
terms of private tuition, apply atthe office. Terms 
of suvscriptlon for evening practice: Six months, 
£5. 5s.; offe month, £1. 1s.; one evening, 1s.— 
The evening academy will open at half-past seven, 
practice will commence at eight o’glock, and termi- 
nate at half-past eleven precisely. 

MADAME TUSSAUD anv SONS 
BakeR STREET, PorTMAN SQUARE, 

USH, the MURDERER, taken from life,ats 

, Norwich, during histrial, in’ his usual dres; 
also, the models of Stanfield Hall, the seat of the 
late J. Jermy. Esq., and Potash Farm, the resi- 
dence of the assassin, are now added to the 
Chamber of Horrors, Richard I11., Prince Louis 
Napoleon, General Cavaignac, Abd-el-Kader, M. 
Guizot, Sir C. Napier, Pope Pius 1X., Queen Ann. 
of England, Queen Mary of England, G. Hudson 
Esq., Grisias Norma, Jenny Lind as the Figlia de 
Regyimento, Edward VI., Henry VII., James I. of 
England and VI. of Scotland, in the splendid cos- 
tume of the period ; the heroes Hardinge and Gough 
in their uniforms as British generals. Splendid 
ventilating dome, at a cost of 7001.—* This is ove 
of the best exhibitions in the metropolis,’’—The 
Times. 

Open from eleven in the morning, till ten at night 
Admittance, One Shilling; Chamber of ‘Moriors 
Sixpence. 

ASINO de VENISE, 128, High Holborn. 

licensed pursuant to Act of Parliament,—Open 
every Night.—The band of first-rate artists, con- 
ducted by Mr, Parker, will perform each evening. 
The Valse d’Amour and Alpen Ketten Valse, by 
Keenig, Jullien’s Massanieilo, Quadrilles, Zabini"”’ 
Matassanade, the Amelia and Medora Schottisches, 
and other novelties, to be heard only at this esta- 
biishment. M. Cs.— Messrs. Gouriet, Jarvis, Leo- 
nard, &c. Doors open at half-past seven, com- 
mence at 8, close at 12. Admission 1s. 
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